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Faculty Research Seminar Series
Recently, Frank Gibson, from Oral Biology, did a lecture on looking at periodontal disease through
multiple lenses. Seunghee Cha also recently did a lecture on PKR-sensing of mitochondrial dsRNAs in
childhood Sjogren’s disease. Direct links to both lectures can be found here!

Hinman Research Symposium Winners Will Travel to Memphis, TN, Oct. 28 - 30, 2022
There are two winners for the Hinman travel award: Ariyana Shetty, a 1st year DMD student mentored
by Drs. Jeannine Brady and Elena Yarmola in Oral Biology, and Thomas Koby-Hercsky, a 1st year DMD
student who is mentored by Dr. Mateus Rocha in Restorative Dental Sciences/Biomaterials.

Ariyana Shetty Dr. Mateus RochaDr. Elena Yarmola Dr. Jeannine Brady Thomas Koby-
Hercsky

UFCD Student Research Group Leadership Information
Michelle Patel is the current President of the UFCD Student Research Group, and Dr. Bernadett Papp
is the faculty research advisor. To learn more about the group, click here!

Congratulations to Callahan Katrak, a DMD/PhD student, who is mentored by Dr. Jacqueline Abranches. 
 Callahan is a winner of the 2022 AAC Research Award! Read about the academy and the awardees here.

Winner of American Academy of Cariology  Research Awards (AAC) Announced

Callahan Katrak Dr. Jacqueline Abranches

https://www.google.com/search?q=uf+college+of+dentistry&oq=uf+college+of+dentistry&aqs=edge..69i57j69i60l2j69i64.5264j0j1&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
https://dental.ufl.edu/
https://research.dental.ufl.edu/resources/programs/faculty-research-seminar-series/
https://dental.ufl.edu/education/sai/student-organizations/aadocr/
https://aacariology.org/aac-student-awardee-page-2022/


Student Spotlight: James Jang Receives Prestigious
NIH Fellowship Award

      James is a sixth year D.M.D./Ph.D. candidate at the
University of Florida College of Dentistry. He graduated
Summa Cum Laude from the University of Florida where
he majored in Interdisciplinary Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology. Prior to joining the DMD/PhD program
at UF, he worked in multiple laboratories at the National
Institutes of Health. When he was at NIH, he regularly
attended NIDCR rounds to observe both basic and clinical
studies presented by dentist scientists. Interactions with
these investigators strengthened his desire to pursue the
academic career in dentistry.
      After NIH, he joined Dr. Zsolt Toth’s laboratory at the
University of Florida Department of Oral Biology as a
research assistant. Dr. Toth had just moved to UF, and
James helped set up the laboratory and established several
methods to study Kaposi's sarcoma-associated herpesvirus

(KSHV), such as the homolog recombination system to make mutant and recombinant KSHV
clones. This was a valuable experience for him, as he learned from the challenges of opening a
basic science laboratory. In summer 2017, he was accepted into the DMD-PhD program at the
University of Florida College of Dentistry.
       While attending dental school, he continued working in Dr. Toth’s laboratory and was
able to publish three abstracts and two papers as a co-first author and a co-author in virology
journals. He also wrote a UFCD Student Seed Grant Application. The project the seed grant
supported was the foundation for his current project and his NIH F30 application. In 2021, he
was awarded UFCD High Research Honors Award and his NIH F30 application was selected
for funding. He is currently doing his PhD study in Dr. Toth’s research group where he
investigates the role of a unique group of KSHV genes, called viral interferon regulatory
factors (vIRFs), in both viral replication and pathogenesis. This study is supported by his NIH
F30 predoctoral fellowship.
        In addition to dental education and dissertation research, he has been actively involved
with the AADOCR National Student Research Group. He served as the President, Vice
President, Treasurer, and Historian of the UFCD Local Student Research Group (UF SRG)
and he also served as the regional representative, Councilor, and currently as the President-
elect of the National Student Research Group (NSRG). Through UF SRG, he strengthened the
bridge between the UFCD dental students and the UF dental research faculty members by
organizing multiple lunch and learn, dinner and learn events, and other meetings by working
with various departments in UF College of Dentistry. Currently, while serving as the
President of NSRG, he strengthens the network of dual degree students and dental
academicians in the United States and Canada by organizing AADOCR/IADR conference
sessions, networking events, workshops, research competitions and Zoom Q/A sessions.
Through these activities, he aims to encourage dual degree students continue to pursue
academic, research career paths. 



Drs. Ribeiro Dasilva & Fillingim Receive
$559,388 From NIDCR For Their MPI UG3
Proposal
      Dr. Margarete Ribeiro-Dasilva and Dr. Roger Fillingim
are implementing a new project called Understanding
Laser Light Treatment Applications for TMD (ULLTRA-
TMD), which aims to determine whether laser and LED
light treatments (also called photobiomodulation or PBM)
are effective as a treatment for pain due to
temporomandibular disorders (TMDs). Dr. Ribeiro-
Dasilva, the lead PI for ULLTRA-TMD, is an Associate
Professor in the Restorative Dental Science Department,
Prosthodontics division at UF College of Dentistry. She
attended the University of Campinas-Brazil (UNICAMP),
where she completed her D.D.S. (2001), M.S. (2003) and
Ph.D. (2005) in Prosthodontics clinical research. She then
relocated to the University of Florida, where she
completed her postdoctoral program under the
mentorship of Dr. Fillingim. Since arriving at UF, Dr.
Ribeiro-Dasilva has worked on several projects related to
TMD, including serving as a Co-Investigator on the
OPPERA and SOPPRANO studies. Dr. Roger Fillingim is
a Distinguished Professor in the UF College of Dentistry
and Director of the UF Pain Research & Intervention
Center of Excellence. His research investigates biological
and psychosocial contributions to individual differences
in pain, and Dr. Fillingim has a substantial track record of
research related to TMDs, having served as the local PI for
both the OPPERA and SOPPRANO studies. Dr. Ribeiro-
Dasilva and Fillingim’s longstanding and productive
collaborative relationship was instrumental in developing
the ULLTRA-TMD project.
        TMDs are complex musculoskeletal disorders
characterized by pain and limited jaw function and are Dr. Roger Fillingim

Dr. Margarete Ribeiro-
Dasilva

the most common source of chronic pain affecting the orofacial region. Standard
treatments for TMDs, including intraoral appliances and analgesic medications, fail to
resolve the pain in a large proportion of TMD sufferers. Therefore, it is important to
identify new treatments that have the potential to significantly improve TMD pain. An
increasing body of evidence suggests that PBM may be effective in treating different
types of musculoskeletal pain, including TMDs. However, previous studies have
significant methodological limitations, thus, whether PBM is truly effective for TMD
pain is still unknown. The ULLTRA-TMD Study aims to address these limitations by
testing the effectiveness of PBM using rigorous methods. In particular, ULLTRA-TMD
will use a new PBM device that allows the study to be conducted in true double-blind
fashion, so that neither the patient nor the study team will know whether the
treatment being delivered is actual or placebo PBM. ULLTRA-TMD will also explore 



some of the biological processes whereby PBM is able to reduce TMD pain.
      The ULLTRA-TMD Study plans to enroll more than 100 people experiencing
TMD pain, who will be randomly assigned to receive either actual or placebo PBM.
Each individual will attend eight treatment visits over a 3-4 week period, and their
pain and other symptoms will be assessed before and after treatment. Blood
biomarkers and pain thresholds will also be collected to determine whether PBM
reduces TMD pain by decreasing pain sensitivity and inflammation. If ULLTRA-
TMD shows that PBM is effective for TMD pain, this could be the first step in
providing a new safe and effective treatment to improve quality of life in individual
suffering from this vexing condition.
        At present, ULLTRA-TMD is in the planning phase, during which the research
team will finalize the protocol and develop clear plans for how to implement the
study. After this one-year planning phase, the research team will submit their final
plans to the funding agency, the National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial
Research, requesting funding to continue to the five-year clinical trial phase. As
one might imagine, a complex project like this takes time to develop and requires a
team effort. Indeed, Dr. Ribeiro-Dasilva received support from a UFCD Seed
Grant to conduct a pilot study, which was a critical step in securing NIH funding to
conduct the larger trial. Also, Dr.’s Ribeiro-Dasilva and Fillingim are supported by
an outstanding group of collaborators, including Dr. Cesar Migliorati and Dr.
Frank Gibson from the College of Dentistry, and Dr. Zhigang Li, from the
Department of Biostatistics. Together, the team hopes to provide the most
conclusive evidence to date regarding whether PBM is effective for TMD.

Shannon Wallet Appointed Chair of Oral Biology
      Shannon Wallet, Ph.D., returns to the UF College of Dentistry
on August 1, 2022, as a professor and chair of the Department of
Oral Biology, and as the Louis and Marge Atkins Endowed
Professor.
       Dr. Wallet holds a bachelor’s in medical technology from North
Carolina State University and a degree in clinical laboratory
science from Duke University. She earned her doctorate in oral
biology from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in
2005 and joined UF in 2006 as a tenure-accruing assistant
professor in the department of periodontology. She was promoted
to associate professor and was awarded tenure in July 2013.
        In addition to her administrative duties as a department 

chair, Dr. Wallet will be teaching dental students and residents in basic sciences; she
was voted UFCD’s basic sciences teacher of the year in 2015 and 2018.
       Dr. Wallet will also continue her research efforts which are focused on mechanisms
associated with altered innate immune functions which lead to dysregulated adaptive
immunity. Her current research program focuses on the contribution of epithelial cell
biology and signaling to innate and adaptive immune homeostasis and dysfunction.
Using novel and unique tools, her team is able to evaluate their findings in the human
conditions which makes translation of their findings more feasible.



NIH Grant Type Upcoming UFCD Internal Deadlines

New R01 September 30, 2022

New R21, R03 October 12, 2022

Renewal, Resubmission - R01 November 02, 2022

Renewal, Resubmission R21/R03 November 10, 2022

PROPOSAL SUBMISSION
DEADLINES

REMINDERS AND UPCOMING
DEADLINES

As a reminder, UFCD updated its proposal deadlines.
All materials for proposals are now due by 9 AM three
working days before the sponsor’s deadline.

2023 AADOCR/CADR Annual Meeting &
Exhibition

The abstract submission portal opened on July 11, 2022 and the deadline to submit your
abstract for the 2023 AADOCR conference is October 17, 2022. The meeting is in Portland,
Oregon and starts on March 15, 2023. Click here to submit your abstract for Portland!

Don't forget!Don't forget!

Dental students can now apply for a new research conference travel award. See next page for
more details!

The deadline for PIs and key personnel to complete
RSH500 has been extended to October 1. You can
complete the training here. Anyone who previously
completed RSH500 does not need to complete it
again.

RSH500 Required Training  Deadline Update

https://www.aadocr.org/2023aaam/abstracts-and-session-proposals
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmytraining-ufshands.sumtotal.host%2FCore%2FpillarRedirect%3FrelyingParty%3DLM%26url%3Dcore%252Factivitydetails%252FViewActivityDetails%253FActivityId%253D53274%2526UserMode%253D0&data=05%7C01%7CHKakani%40dental.ufl.edu%7C1c10ea1704794358e9ab08da965e4132%7C0d4da0f84a314d76ace60a62331e1b84%7C0%7C0%7C637987628808542973%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K3sHTEAKULTvIM3dIodScfg1SOBcxFXX10r6GzTDjI4%3D&reserved=0


RESEARCH CONFERENCE TRAVEL

F O R  U F C D  D E N T A L  S T U D E N T S

APPLY NOW

Award
Maximum of six awards annually,  and up to  2,000 

per award to cover conference travel costs for 
UFCD dental students.  

Awards will support presentations
and relevant research conferences
including, but not limited to : 

2023 AADOCR/CADR
Annual Meeting & Exhibition

2024 IADR/AADOCR/CADR
General Session &
Exhibition

MARCH 15, 2023

PORTLAND, OR

MARCH 13, 2024

NEW ORLEANS, LA

AWARD DETAILS & PROCESS
Awards support opportunities for
UFCD students who wish to
attend a research conference and
present their research.

Applicants must be D2, D3 or D4
at the time of application to be
considered, and research mentors
must also be at UFCD at the time
of application for students to be
eligible.

The targeted research conference
must be prior to graduation.

 
Submit a conference-ready
abstract with your research
mentor's pre-approval, and
indicate your targeted dental
research conference at least 2
months before the conference
start date to be eligible for
funding consideration.

The UFCD Research Committee
will review abstracts as received.

Students are eligible for only one
award during dental school at
UFCD.

HOW TO APPLY
Submit your abstract, along with 
designated conference information, 
to Denise Webb 
(dwebb@dental.ufl.edu) in the UFCD
Office of Research. Please copy your 
research mentor.

mailto:dwebb@dental.ufl.edu

